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The symposium will address ways teachers, teacher educators, and administrators can 

understand and respond to poverty. Participants will: 

• learn about diversity within poverty; explore structural and systemic aspects of 

poverty in our schools and communities, as well as challenges surrounding 

poverty; 

 

• examine individual assumptions and biases and learn strategies for social 

justice education to better serve all populations; 

 

• enhance their practice by connecting with community resources and 

agencies that advocate for children and families in poverty. 

 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS AND CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Erasing the Opportunity Gap for Students Experiencing Poverty: An Equity Literacy 

Approach 

Dr. Paul Gorski, George Mason University 

Keynote Description: In this session, we will look closely at the sorts of initiatives and 

strategies teachers and schools commonly adopt in order to bolster educational 

outcomes for students experiencing poverty. Unfortunately, because many popular 

strategies are based on misunderstandings about poverty, they are no threat to the 

existence of inequity. We will examine why this is the case and learn a framework that is 

designed to facilitate the development of more transformative change for equity in our 

classrooms and schools. 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Conscious Text Selection: When Adolescents Read, What Do They See?   
Dr. Katie S. Dredger, James Madison University  
Description: Teachers can examine windows and mirrors in text, challenging 
students to think about the characters and the stories that are present and those that 
are absent in order to see universalities and differences. Participants in this session will 
consider ways to include traditionally marginalized populations in text selection to 
examine injustices in access and equity. 



Immigration Voices: Using Children’s Literature to Explore Issues of Equity 

Stephanie Wasta, James Madison University 

Description:  Quality children’s and young adolescent literature brings to life the 

challenges and struggles immigrant youth face. More than good stories, these works 

also enable youth to explore issues related to identity, language, poverty, and 

equity.  In this session, participants will become familiar with selected K-12 National 

Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Notable Trade Books, engage in reflective 

activities, and examine ways to teach about migrants’ experiences.   
 
It’s Not What You Have, It’s What You Do: Literacy Strategies on a Shoestring 

Paige Horst, Radford University 

Description: Teachers are creative, optimistic, and frugal; “Use it up, wear it out, make it 

do, do without” is a reality in this time of budget cuts and uncertain funding. 

Participants will consider a range of literacy strategies in the context of their own 

practice and community, with practical suggestions for implementation of each 

strategy in a low-resourced school setting.  

 
Panel Discussion with Community Agencies: 

Jonathan Penn, Communities in Schools of New River Valley 

Veronica Fitch, New River Community Action  

Jo Nelson & Annette Lewis, Total Action for Progress, Roanoke   

Description: 
This is a panel discussion of advocates, activists, organizers, leaders, and educators 

representing various community agencies supporting and representing children, youth, 

and families in Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Pulaski, Radford, Roanoke, and across the 

New River Valley and the Roanoke Valley. This interactive session will engage 

participants in learning how the agencies supports and advocates for our children and 

families in poverty.  The agencies will also discuss ways in which they suggest schools, 

teachers, and educators can help support these families, and offer input on how their 

agency will support/guide teachers in these efforts.  

 

Poverty’s Effect on the Classroom  

Robert W. Covert, University of Virginia  

Pamela McFaden, Amherst County Public Schools 
Description: This session includes hands-on activities to increase critical thinking on how 

poverty may affect your classroom. Following a poverty simulation, there will be 

practical suggestions of things you can do to promote equity in your classroom and 

school. 

 

Providing Trauma Informed Care to Students in Poverty:  What Teachers Can Do to Help 

Description:  This presentation will provide the basics of applying Trauma Informed Care 

(TIC) to students who are dealing with poverty and related traumas.  Basic 

understandings of poverty as trauma, TIC and techniques of TIC will be reviewed with 

visual examples for learning and discussion.  

 

 

 



You Can’t Have RJE Without the J: Centering Justice in Restorative Justice in Education 

Katherine Evans, Eastern Mennonite University 

Description: Research has demonstrated the disproportionate use of suspensions and  

expulsions for students based on race, gender, economics, sexual orientation, 

and special education placement. Beyond suspensions and expulsions, many of these 

students experience unsafe educational settings including bullying. This session will present 

Restorative Justice in Education as one way to reverse these trends by promoting more just 

and equitable educational opportunities for all students. 

 

Strategies to Reduce Racial Disparity in Discipline 

Pamela McFaden, Amherst County Public Schools 
Description: This session will offer suggestions for teachers and administrators on ways to 

support equitable discipline in the classroom and collect and analyze data to guide 

decision making. Strategies for professional development focused on implicit bias will 

be included. 

 

MEET THE PRESENTERS 

 

Dr. Gorski, keynote speaker for the symposium, is an author, speaker, activist, and an 

Associate Professor, Integrative Studies (Social Justice & Human Rights) at George Mason 

University. Paul is the founder of EdChange, a coalition of educators and activists 

providing professional development on educational equity, creating resources for fellow 

educators and activists, and modeling a commitment to moving beyond celebrating the 

joys of diversity and toward equity literacy in schools and communities. His publications 

include Reaching and Teaching Students in Poverty: Strategies for Erasing the 

Opportunity Gap (2013) and The Poverty and Education Reader: A Call for Equity in Many 

Voices edited with Julie Landsman.  
 
Robert Covert is an Associate Professor Emeritus who taught courses at UVA for 42 years, 
including Qualitative Research Methods, Statistics, and Multicultural Education. Dr. 
Covert has led Intercultural Competence Trainings across the country and was a co-
founder of VA-NAME. 

 

Katie Shepherd Dredger is an Assistant Professor of Adolescent Literacy in the College of 
Education at James Madison University and Chair of the Standing Committee Against 
Racism and Bias for the National Council of Teachers of English. A former public school 
middle and secondary teacher, she examines intersections of theory and practice in 
today’s classrooms. Her research interests include teacher education, adolescent 
literacy, content literacy, and digital literacies in classrooms 

 

Katherine Evans is an Associate Professor who teaches courses on learning theory, special 

education and restorative justice. While at Eastern Mennonite University, Evans has led in 

the development of EMU’s graduate program in Restorative Justice in Education, 

bringing together principles and practices of restorative justice with educational theories 

that support healthy relationships, just and equitable learning environments, and conflict 

transformation.  

 



Veronica Fitch, is the Early Education and Program Planning Specialist for the New River 

Community Action Head Start program. She has a Bachelors of Science in Child 

Development and Family Relations from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. She is a 

reliable observer using the Classroom Assessment and Scoring System and has a Cornell 

Family Development Certificate. Roni has worked at NRCA for 19 years assisting at 

risk children and their families in accessing quality pre-school and family services.  

 

Diane M. Hodge is Professor and Director of the School of Social Work at Radford 

University.  She is a Licensed Clinical Social Work in Virginia who has worked with children 

and adults in the school system and in various mental health facilities.  Her teaching and 

research focuses on women’s health and mental health, clinical social work practice, 

feminist theory and practice and use of technology in teaching. 

 

Paige Horst is an Assistant Professor of English Education at Radford University. She taught 

in low-resourced schools the entirety of her time as a secondary English teacher. She can 

pinch a penny until it cries. Her research interests include adolescent literacy, 

marginalized populations in educational settings, content literacy, teacher education, 

and resilience and growth mindset in English Language Arts classrooms.  

 

Annette Lewis is the President & CEO Total Action for Progress (formerly known as Total 

Action Against Poverty). Annette Lewis has worked at TAP for nearly 30 years, starting her 

career with the agency as a summer youth counselor and later assuming a variety of 

positions including supervisor of Head Start family and parent involvement, director of This 

Valley Works, vice president of programs, and senior vice president of programs prior to 

becoming president. Throughout her tenure, Ms. Lewis led the agency in the growth of its 

education and employment programs, which provide a wide array of career 

development opportunities for youth and adults.  

 

Pamela McFaden is the Supervisor for Equity Assurance and Online Learning in Amherst 

County Public Schools. She has taught a variety of Education courses, including 

Multicultural Education courses, in Virginia colleges. She has traveled extensively 

presenting on American Indian topics. Currently she is supporting Amherst County in 

complying with an OCR Agreement. 

 

Jo Nelson is the Director of This Valley Works. Jo Nelson has been working for TAP in various 

capacities since 2008 when she became the workforce development program 

manager, and then assistant director of This Valley Works. Before her time at TAP, Ms. 

Nelson built a colorful resume, including positions as director of development at Virginia’s 

Explore Park and the River Foundation, Human Services Curriculum Instructor at Central 

Virginia Community College, and executive director of the Central Virginia Area Agency 

on Aging. Ms. Nelson received a bachelor of science in business administration and a 

master of arts in counseling from Louisiana Tech University. 

 

Jonathan Penn has a BA in History from Virginia Military Institute and a Masters of 

Education in Administration and Supervision from Virginia State University.  He has worked 

in secondary education and homeless services.  Jonathan has been the Executive 

Director of Communities In Schools of New River Valley since July 2015.  

 



Erica Thornton, is the Coordinator of the Child Welfare Stipend Program at the School of 

Social Work at Radford University.  She has over fourteen years of experience in the field 

of child welfare, working at local Department of Social Services.  She is trained in TIC and 

provides seminars and classes on child welfare practice and policy for the School. 

 

Stephanie Wasta is a Professor who teaches foundations and diversity courses in the 

College of Education at James Madison University. She coordinates the TESOL program. 

Her research interests include using multicultural children’s literature in social studies 

instruction. 

 


